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CHAPTER XXXV                                          |
A HOME COMING                                                   ft
W
Reception Tendered by Citizens of Philadelphia in Acknowledg-                       $h
ment of Work as Public Benefactor.                                                                '' !
|
ONE more scene in the life of this man who, from                   /j
a barefoot country boy with no advantages, has                   *
become one of the most widely known of the preachers, lecturers and writers of the day, as well as the founder of a college and hospital holding an honored position among the institutions of the country.                                i
In 1894, acting upon the advice of his physician, Dr. Conwell went abroad. It is no unusual thing for                   i
pastors to go abroad, nor for members of their church and friends to see them off. But for Grace Baptist Church personally to wish its pastor " Bon voyage " is something of an undertaking. A special train was chartered to take the members to ISTew York. Here a steamer engaged for the purpose awaited them, and twelve hundred strong, they steamed down the harbor alongside the " Uew York " that Dr. Oonwell's last glimpse of America might be of the faces of his own church family.
On his return six hundred church members met him and gave him a royal welcome, and a large reception was held in The Temple to show how glad were the hearts of his people that he was restored to them in
health.
309
Fr's I was called upon to preside at that memorial gathering. That audience of the scholarly classes was a wonderful tribute to a remarkable man, 20rom his notes at night while Dr. Conwell lectured. At the end of two weeks the book of six hundred pages was.    You  alljustice as the winningcome to him for address or sermon; applications flow in for letters of Introduction highlyll is a great fisherman, and he disliked most thoroughly to give up that fishing trip. He thought                    < ! |
